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FLAG DEDICATION CEREMONY
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
JULY 4, 1984
BOB NELSON, TEENY SCHMASOW, MAYOR WORTHINGTON, COLONEL
MAXWELL, GENERAL DUFFY, RON MARLANEE, FELLOW CITIZENS-
IT IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE A MORE PERFECT SETTING OR A MORE
APPROPRIATE CEREMONY FOR A JULY 4TH MORNING*
WE ARE HERE, OVERLOOKING THE MISSOURI RIVER AND THE CITY OF
GREAT FALLS, TO CELEBRATE THE.BIRTHDAY OF THIS CITY AND THE
BIRTHDAY OF THIS COUNTRY.
WE DO SO BY RAISING A 1,500 SQUARE FOOT FLAG.
IT WAS WOODRow WILSON WHO SAID:
"THE THINGS THAT THE FLAG STANDS FOR WERE CREATED
BY THE EXPERIENCES OF A GREAT PEOPLE-
EVERYTHING THAT IT STANDS FOR WAS WRITTEN BY THEIR
LIVES.
THE FLAG IS THE EMBODIMENT, NOT OF SENTIMENT, BUT
OF HISTORY.
IT REPRESENTS THE EXPERIENCES MADE BY MEN AND
2
WOMEN, THE EXPERIENCES OF THOSE WHO DO AND LIVE UNDER
THAT FLAG*-
THE FLAG WE RAISE TODAY EMBRACES A VERY SPECIAL SET OF
AMERICAN EXPERIENCES:
o FROM PARIS GIBSON, AND THE FOUNDERS OF GREAT I-ALLS,
O TO THE BOARD OF REALTORS, THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD, AND THE
OTHER PRESENT CITIZENS OF GREAT FALLS WHO WORKED TOGETHER TO MAKE
THIS CENTENNIAL FLAG A REALITY.
BUT WHAT IS EVEN MORE STIRRING ABOUT THIS FLAG IS THAT THE
THINGS IT STANDS FOR WILL GROW ALONG WITH THE CITY IT CELEBRATES*
EACH DAY, AS THE CITIZENS OF GREAT FALLS LOOK UP HERE, THE
MEANING OF THE FLAG WILL BROADEN TO ENCOMPASS THEIR EXPERIENCES.
AND WHEN THE PEOPLE OF GREAT FALLS GATHER HERE A HUNDRED
YEARS FROM NOW TO RE-DEDICATE THIS FLAG, IT WILL BE SYMBOLIZING
AN EVEN RICHER HERITAGE THAN THE ONE WE TREASURE TODAY*
IN CLOSING, LET ME CONGRATULATE ALL OF YOU ON THIS
MAGNIFICENT FLAG, AND AS WE RAISE IT, I ASK EACH OF YOU TO
REFLECT ON THE WO[DS OF CHARLES SUMNER, WHO SERVED IN THE
U. S. SENATE OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
HE WROTE:
"THERE IS THE NATIONAL FLAG*
HE MUST BE COLD, INDEED, WHO CAN LOOK UPON ITS
FOLDS RIPPLING IN THE BREEZE WITHOUT PRIDE OF COUNTRY...
WHITE IS FOR PURITY;
RED, FOR VALOR;
BLUE, FOR JUSTICE.
AND ALTOGETHER, BUNTING, STRIPES, STARS, AND
COLORS, BLAZING IN THE SKY, MAKE THE FLAG OF OUR
COUNTRY, TO BE CHERISHED BY ALL OUR HEARTS, TO BE UPHELD
BY ALL OUR HANDS*-
THANK YOU.
